
M A R Y L A N D H I S T O R I C A L T R U S T NR Eligible: yes 
D E T E R M I N A T I O N O F E L I G I B I L I T Y F O R M no 

'roperty Name: William H. Wildesen Farm Inventory Number: G-V-B-035 

Address: West of King Wildesen Road City: Oakland Zip Code: 21550 

County: Garrett USGS Topographic Map: Gorman 

Owner: Richard Marple Is the property being evaluated a district? yes 

Tax Parcel Number: 150 Tax Map Number: 96 Tax Account ID Number: 08-015511 
Assess Visual Effects of Allegheny Heights Windpower 

Project: Facility Agency: 

Site visit by MHT Staff: X no yes Name: Date: 

Is the property located within a historic district? yes X no 

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: 

NR-listed district Yes Eligible district yes District Name: 

Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource yes _ _ n o Non-contributing but eligible in another context 

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) 

Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible yes no 

iteria: _ A B C D Considerations: A B C D E F G None 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

The William H. Wildesen Farm (MIHP # G-V-B-035) is located at the end of a short unpaved farm road off King 
Wildesen Road. The house faces northeast and is sited in a hollow with rising ground south and west that block 
views of Backbone Mountain. The view from the front is rising ground topped by trees. 

The two-story, three-bay by one-bay house was constructed ca. 1890 and appeared on the USGS Oakland 
quadrangle map surveyed in 1899 and published in 1908 (USGS 1899, 1908). The house currently is vacant and in 
disrepair. The wood-frame building is clad with asbestos shingles and has a band of asphalt shingles between the 
first and second stories on the front elevation. The asymmetrical three bay facade has an off-center doorway. The 
door is not visible through the glass storm door. A transom is located over the doorway. The windows are six-
over-six-light, double-hung sash units set in plain wood casings; many window panes are broken. The side gable 
roof is sheathed with metal sheets. The eave has a box cornice along the front elevation. The 1981 MIHP form 
recorded no porch on the building, although the presence of the asphalt shingles between the first and second stories 
suggested that a one-story porch once spanned the front elevation. Currently, a one-bay porch constructed of scrap 
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wood shelters the doorway. The ell once had a one-story porch with front-facing gable roof. This porch is barely 
standing. 

The barn reported in the 1981 MIHP form is no longer standing. Two sets of silos mark the location of the former 
barn. Two silos are concrete construction with exterior metal reinforcing hoops. Two silos were metal. These 
silos have no caps. 

A one-story, five-bay by one-bay house is located northeast of the main house. This wood-frame building rests on 
a poured concrete foundation and is clad in horizontal wood siding. The shallow gable roof with shed extension is 
sheathed with metal sheets over wood. All openings are located along the front elevation, but the openings are 
boarded up. 

A modern metal barn for cattle is located near the entry road. A blue metal Harvestore silo is nearby. 

The house appears to date from the late nineteenth century based on the 1899 USGS map. It is a typical domestic 
form but is undistinguished in its physical design under National Register Criterion C. The removal of the barn and 
other period farm buildings has compromised the integrity of the farmstead to illustrate agricultural patterns in 
Garrett County from the early twentieth century (Criterion A). The house is not documented as associated with a 
significant person in the past (Criterion B). 
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William H. Wildesen Farm 
Gorman 
Private late 19th century 

The William H. Wildesen frame house is a two story, three bay by 
one bay gable roof structure with a two bay by one bay ell. The house 
rests on a stone foundation. The original German siding exterior has been 
covered with asbestos shingles. 

A barn is also located on the property. 
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G-V-B-035 DESCRIPTION 
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT 

—GOOD 

X-FAIR 

—DETERIORATED ^UNALTERED _ORIGrNAL SITE 

_ R U , N S —ALTERED —MOVED DATE-

_UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This frame house is situated in a hilly area off Oak Grove Road, 
approximately 3/4 miles northwest of Route 560. The houses faces 
southeast. It is a two story, three bay by one bay gable roof structure 
with a two bay by one bay ell. A single story enclosed porch addition 
with a gable end front roof is located facing off from the southwest 
elevation of the ell. The roof of this enclosed porch however appears 
to be about to cave in. It is evident from the marks on the facade 
that it once had a porch also. The house can be entered from the rear 
porch and from the central front entrance with transom. 

An interior brick chimney is located on the southwest elevation of 
the ell where it meets the main block. Six over six windows light the 
house except for the rear southwest and northwest elevations where two 
over two sash windows have been installed. The house rests on a stone 
foundation. The original German siding exterior has been covered with 
asbestos shingles. 

A barn is also located on the property. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house is an example of a common western Maryland type. Houses 
of this general configuration, a rectangular main block and rear kitchen 
wing, were constructed in Garrett County from the late nineteenth through 
the early twentieth centuries. 
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Site #: G-V-B-035 
William H. Wildesen Farm 
King Wildesen Road, off Oak Grove Rd., 
approximately 3/4 miles NW of Route 560. 
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